South West Schools South Africa Expedition

Day ¥2 -26"/ 27" July 2011
We arrived in Johannesburg after a delayed 11 houmeyto find ourselves running to attempt to

catch our connecting flight to Durban. As we arrived at gate D4 we watchgaame (and our

luggage) driveawayc¢ 5 minutes early! It was not only our group who missed the plane so we were

left at Johannesburg ith a group of 20 girl guides which meant the plane had departed missing over

60 of its passengers! We sat down on the cold airport floor, wishing for a subway, playing cheat to

GKSYy K2ftR dzLJ 6KS aSOdzaNAGeé fAYyS IngwagtScollédtdur (G2 3I2
new tickets. These tickets meant that 28 people flew from Johannesburg to Durban on the 12:55

and 15 of us were left behind to catch the 13:55 plane.

Once getting off we had to get our luggage, which had luckily made the flightooinve to wait for

the second part of the team to arrive. We grabbed our trolleys and bags and made our way to the
minibuses and said goodbye to group 2 who were going to the cultural project. We jumped on for a

long 3 % hour journey, stopping only tkp up some

astros, rolo ice lollies and a couple of burgers. ON
arriving in camp we were warned about monkeys,
mosquitoes, spiders, snakes and scorpions too! And now
here we are, after a delicious spaghetti and salad dinnes
¢ off to bed.
Alice Matthews
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Day3¢ 28" July 2011

Calums Birthday!

Today began at 06:30 and we had an hour to get
showered and changed before breakfast. Following th
we began our environmental awareness course. Tom
talked us through site selection for a bush camp, trail
etiquette, animal scents and signs and ecology. This
punctuated by several breaks as we all struggled to stay™=
awake and Holly fell asleep at the table. We also talked
about orienteeringanddrew a eastwest line using two



stones, a stick and the sun. Adpbreak gave us a chance to regroup before lunch at 12:45 hotdogs
and chips which tasted really good!

We then set out on our cultural trail in the neighbouring

game reserve. Tom talked us through the bush and special
features of our surroundings as we lked. Almost

immediately the smaller species of impala was spotted.

This was followed by a huge tree spider, impale,

wildebeest, warthogs, a staggeringly tall hybrid male

giraffe, a trio of handsome zebrgone a heavily pregnant
female with her escort fotwo males watching us haughtily,

a monkey and leopard tracks! Upon spotting the leopard
tracks we were instructed to walk silentiyd close

together in order to be less likely to attract the attention of the leopard and to also appear a bigger
animal and bigger threat if he did show up. Upon returning to camp we had another break before
dinner whichwas yummy as usual. They then brought out a cake so we could sing happy birthday to
Calum. I think he had a really good birthday!

L4 WI YS & am aNdnlj at anlames and Katy. They are of course exceptional team leaders
and showed bravery in the face of the threat of death by leopard! James had three helpings at
dinner!

Molly Harvey

Day4 ¢ 29" July 2011
The day started with a 6am wakewgall. We
had one hour to get ready for breakfast and
had to be on the bus by 8am. Our journey
took an hour longer than we expected but we
arrived with time to spare before the boat
trip. At 10am we began the cruise and even
though the weather was oveast and windy

it did not ruin the excitement of spotting the
hippos. During the boat ride we did not see
any crocodiles but we were able to see an
African Fish Eagle.

After the cruise we wandered around the
town for some shopping. We then had a lurathiihe estuary and walked to the beach. On the way
we spotted a crocodile. On the beach we t00K e s

photos and witnessed a stick fight between Jos@@a a8

Dan and Calum. After many laughs and jokes Vi
returned to the buses. As we were unable to
participate in he planned walk due to the
weather, we were taken to a crocodile and
alligator sanctuary were we spent the
remainder of our timeobserving the wildlife. On
the return journey we saw a small group of
Nyala. They did not seem to mind our presence
so we ha the opportunity to take photos. We
had a lovely dinner and played games around t
camp fire.
Sarah Steele




Day5 ¢ 30" July 2011
A reasonable start to the day with a 7am start. Up for brealdasgigy bread today. After breakfast
we had about 45ninutes to get ourselves ready before a talk on reptiles. Anton was our regpijte
he keeps loads and not jUSt reptiles but splders as well. At first we saw a cobra and Anton talked
R ' R : about the different types of venom eglemotoxic He
L o 7 also explainedrte difference between poison and

Y’ venomc poison is ingested and venom is injected.
Next we saw a
couple of other
snakes. He then also
showed us a
tarantula (I
absolutely hate

/ spiders!). He then
handed it round so | faced my fears and held the tarantéitier
that he let us hold his Boa Constrictor which kills its prey not by
venom but by crushing it like a really nasty hug (if you know w \
I mean!). We then had a talk from Tom about wire snares and =%
anti-poaching. Tom then split us into 4 gpsuandsent us out
into the bush to see if we could find ahjng. We did not find
any snaes but we did find some broken glass.
For dinner wehad achicken and bacon pasta bake which was
really good. Food has so far been really good. Once we had
finished aml it was dark we went out into the bush once again t
clearing where we had an astronomy lesson which was really fk
because | love stars and the universe. Tom showed us the
Southern Cross and Scorpio. | think | saw then but | am not too sure butysfivgt shooting star
which was really cool but now off to bedsood night.
Daniel Adams

Day6 ¢ 31°' July 2011

A fantastic day andefiantly the best s far for most of the group. The elephant interaction lasted
from 10¢ 12 and the time flew by with myself one of the many who did not want to leave. On
arrival we saw some seats and low fendiogningtwo pens but no elephants. However on walking
towards the seats (no more than 100m) there was suddenly this ginormous but very graceful
elephant apparently going by the name of Rambo! Then followed Rachel (Mum) and Jambelana
(calf) who were just as stunning.

The elephant rangers then gave a
very good alk abouteach of the
elephants and their story of how
they ended up at the centre. When
Rambo and Rachel were younger
their herd was part of a culling
process and the rest of the herd had
been culled but Rambo, his brother
and Rachel had escaped as calve
. The hunters found them later in the
~ day but decided they has done
enough shooting for the day so put
theminto a pen with a plan to shoot




hunters developed a bond with the elephants and decided to keep them. 5 lgarshe elephants

were released back into thewildblil KS& O2dz Ry Qi 02L)S 6AGK GKS aSLI N

caused havoc in the game parkurning over vehicles and even a helicopter. It was then the
decision was taken tetartthe elephant inteaction scheme rather than shoot them. There is still
hope that Rachel and her calf will return to a herd but Rambo will always remithithe

programme. We then all had the chance to touch and feed both Rambo and Rachel which was
amazing with their skiso rough and hard and trunk so powerful as Harry found out when he took a
blow from Rambo!

We then departed and headed to Inyala Weaver for lunch which was very tasty but typically South
African laid backness as the food dribbled out over the space aftabbours. We then headed to

the local community market for a bit @buvenirshopping in which a lot of present buying took
place.

The second highlight of the day was the
cheetah/cat sanctuary/rehab centre. On
arriving no one knew what we in for butew
had the chance to meet a number of Serval,
Carakel, African Wildcats (which look just

like domestic cats at home!) and cheetahs.
We got to go into the pen with two of the
cheetahs and although a fantastic
experience, it struck some concerns with me
that people were very blasé about
approaching the cheetahs and were not
respecting the fact that although they are
partly tame they are still wild animals. |

hope everyone still remembers that in the wild yoannotjust approach a cheetah like this and
certainly not stroke it like we had the opportunity to do. Once everyone had their photos taken we
moved onto the Servals pen where we watched then jump for their fmgar 2m in height which

was asimilarheight to the @rakels. We then got the chance to enthe Serval pen and stroke one
of them.

We arived back at camp, straighttimdinner of stew, rice and pup and finished with the students
and James around the fire. A thoroughly amazing day and one | hope will remain with me forever.
Katy Cuckston

Day 7 ¢ 1% August 2011

la | @2dzy3 YIy ¢gNRGS o6p aiARSa
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extra 45 minute lie in for the boys as the girls woke up at

0630 to use up all the hot shower water so there was

none forus. Bythetimeitvia vy 2QO0f 201X y2YyS
WiSIY YILGSaQ ¢SNB 2dzi 2F (GKSA

rally them up. Scrambled eggs and bacon for breakfast

2RI &® L RARY QG KI@S Fye odz
pretty good. We sang Happy Birthday to Tom (our guide)

today for obvious reasons and we set off packing our bags

for our trip to Kosi Bay. We then had to wait 3 ¥z hours

| for the other group to arrive. In the meantime we: rinsed

the pool only leaving them tbe soaked again by our
WNBalLl2yaarofSQ £ SFRSNI WFHYSa | &
We then seenwhoseidea was the best for quick drying

YR RNASR W2akKQa Of20KSa F TSN



themselvesas they walked, stood, span around the pool trying to catch the nice hot sun. As we
heard the buses arrive, weished to
see the others as they poured out
and grabbed their bags. As our bags
were loaded on a ball rolled out from
the crowd of welcoming people so |
RSOARSR G2 wadasSt
without asking) for our own
enjoyment at Kosi. Lunch was hat
manic as we all piled in to get our
French toast and golden syrup. To
aFrAR GKS gKSSft a
only had ¥ hour to eat and say our
goodbyes. One 45 minute trip later
and we stopped for fuel and a loo ru
before we were back on the road
again heading towards the supgpar at Kosi. We all brought lots of food with Dan A having a PB of
R112 spent on chocolate related food items. To be quite honest, we all agreed that we felt like
Germantourists in England as we were a bit odd so Jeghldad a go at carrying stuff on our heads
like the inhabitants there. We had a good time almost getting run over and talked to in Zulu as no
one else cared which some of us found very amusing. When we arrived at our campsite we were
amused by our vernice tents, toilets, pool and everything else. We had to wait 4 hours for our
dinner but it was worth it. Steak and sage with potato salad! It wase® Lush! With a huge TV

and lots of games to play we agreed that this is the best place, so far!

Lots of Love, Brad h¢atley

Day8 ¢ 2" August 2011
After a comfy but slightly chilly night we woke
up at 7am ready for breakfast at 8am. We
munched through a spread of cereal, toast, frug
andbiscuitsbefore packing our day bags for a
walk to Kosi Ba

The trail down to the water wa®laxedand
scenic as we learned more about our
surroundings from Philip. When we reached
the g I (i &dgE®RNilip took us into the estua
where we learned a little about the local fishing
nets and waded out to take @oser look. Next,
we split inot groups and waded out to spear
fish caught in the traps. The first group (all

manly guys) caught nothing but Kirstie, Amy B,
Siana and Holly all managed to catch a grunter
each. The last group were also successful asfDan
Dan B & Brad also managed to catch a fish each.
Brad was the best hunter as he managed to spear
his fish first attempt!

Once the fish were caught we all headed to the

_ beach and headed straight for the water. We

£~ snorkelled and swam for a hour beforenth. We

. all spotted a variety of fish as ttstrongcurrent
pushed us down stream. For lunch we had pasta




and everyone relaxed on the sand. Some of the group ventured back into the water while some of
us soaked up the warmth of the sun. After a moghand afternoon ofelaxation wetrekked back

up the tracks towards camp. This trail was very steep in places and our legs ached at the top but the
exercise was enjoyable. Before tea we packed for the bush and rushed to the showers. After a tasty
chicken curry and roasted marshmallows we slowly dispersed into tents and snuggled into sleeping
bags.

Daisy King

Day9 ¢ 3 August 2011

Today we woke up at 6.30, ready to take
down our tents at Kosi Bay, this task we
harder for some than others. After tha
we went to have breakfast, again a
mixture of toast, cerealmuesliand
bacon & egg. After breakfast we all
piled on the buses to go to Zulu Nyala, ==
where enroute everyone had a nap. ‘
Once we got to Zulu Nyala everyone
piled out of the buses and started put
up our tents for the bush camp with the
boys doing marginally better than the
girls! After that was done we had lunch
and then went into the bush, where we
were split into 2 groups. Whilst out in :

the bush we saw the likes of white rhino, girafféarthog, and a few dead Impala which had been
eaten by Cheetah. Our guide also persuaded Dan A to climb a tree to prod an ants nest! On the
drive back to camp came across elephants and stopped just before camp to pick up some wood for
the fire. For tedhat night we had chicken, Impala and Roast potatoes.

KirstieBailey

A few quotes from Fire Watch Night 1
GbA3IAKG ¢l §OK KlFIa o6SSy
AGa [} { HE¢
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frostbite when you are having theip of a
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Day10c¢ 4™ August 2011

Although there was no formal wake up call, most were up by 6.30 as everyone was awake from night
watch and our exposed camp meant that we got a lot of sunlight shining through the tents. We had

a normal breakfast ahuesliand yoghurt and everyone was oy at a leisurely pace. However

William turned up in his truck promptly and with almost no warning we were whisked away. William
gave us a brief talk on thé 2 NJ/ Zagfidtghich was to be shooting and skinning an Impala. On

the unexpectedly long janey we sawgiraffeand warthog but the real entertainment had come

earlier. The night before we had found an Eastern Tiger Snake in a log so Tommy caught it and keep
it for the snake fanatic, Anton. However by the morning, the snake had escaped! vafeforend it



but no one got bitten so no harm was |
doneconly to! y (i Zxci@ment!
Back on the truck, the girls realised |
that they were each wearing six layer¢
from the previous evening and were
starting to boil. Soon though we
arrived at a suitable pte to shoot an
Impala. After waiting a few minutes to
get into position, the perfect shot was|
released, killing the Impla instantly.
With the bark rope we had made '
earlier we hung up the Impala ready t
skin it. | got the privilege of slitting the™=== :
Impaks throat to drain the blood. Everyone then got the chance to skin the Impala before the job of
taking out the innards fell to Dan A. Although the smell was foul, the experience was thoroughly
enjoyed by all. We carried tlearcasdack to the van for &raii in the next couple of days. We

headed back to the lodge for lunch which was cheese and ham sandwiches, but Amy decided a
peanut butter and banana one was more tasty! After lunch half the group had what was for me the
best experience of the tripAfter getting out of the truck, we walked about 40 metres before
stumbling across a female cheetah with four cubs. We had to slowly back off but both the female
and cubs stayed in view for a while. We then moved on to see some rhinos and the obligatory
giraffe, Nyala and Warthog. Back at the camp, it was a long wait for dinner, but defiastly

worth it. Tommy braiied more meat than | have ever seen in one place. Along with the butternut
squash, potatoes and beetroot it wagamtasticmeal to enda wonderful day.

William Elbourne

E Y

A few quotes from Fire Watch Night 2
GLUQA SsAYReEeX O2fRX RIFEN} FYyR &OFNEB® alS y2 Al SeHé
@KS FANB asSSyvya NBlFaz2zylofeée 322R odzi 1SSLla 3I2Ay3

Day 11 ¢ 5" August 2011

Every day of the trip so far has been amazing and today was no exception. Having said this our
transfer from Zulu Nyala to the cultural project today was somewhat disjointed. For me the day
began at 0200 hours with the2amnight watch Without the eclo of the lions roar the quietness

GKIFIG ad2NNRBdzyRSR !'yeé . FTYR L ¢l a az22G0KAy 3o C2 NJ

t2YY&Qo ¢KS 3INRdzZLI l[jdzA O1ft & oNR{1S dzJ 6KS Syl
like ganets. Left over chickerbliabs came as a treat to some whilst others made do with Muesli
and yoghurt.



Our guide, Seymour, arrived around 0730 and we all

- jumped in a pair of Isuzu Troopers and cruised off into the

~ bush. Seymour is usually enough entertainment for one

| drive but tHs morning we had the pleasure of being joined

by an ostrich. It came worryingly close at which point
{S@Y2dzNJ aK2dzi SR Wb2dG YSI LSO
CKAA ol & az2y F2f{t26SR o0& W2 2dzA
h & i NA O KaH2XONJaryeatbind KpPear to be too

content with our company to move off.

We returned to camp at 1030 and after a brief chat with

the other half of our group we said our goodbyes to

Tommy. Despite his ho nonsense approach and apparent

lack ofsmileit really was a pleasure to spd time with

him. On top of teaching us what we needed to know for

out trails, he also shared with us his passion for South

Africa and its wildlife. After showing our appreciation and

saying our goodbyes we left Zulu Nyala.

The journey towards the prog was a long and hot one

with our stop off at Wimpy blamed for the apparent iliness

of both Natalie and Amy C. Amy kinghgecededto

chunder and Natalie gave us her best impression of a foetus. Both made miraculous recoveries after
reaching ouraccomni®l G A2y YR KIF@Ay3a adzomadlydadart Wi2iftSd
We then unpacked and had a quiet dinner. Sadly we were too late to meet our host school today

odzi SEOAGSYSyYy(d A& o6dAfRAY3I FT2N G2Y2NNRS O C2NJ y?2
but greatnonetheless.

Harry Little

Day 2 ¢ 6" August 2011
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Today was the best day, the reason we all came on this trip! We got to

see the kids!

| We started in our owmooms;we all managed to wake up without

¢2YYe &aKzdziAy3d QaheschoblbtBbuthey S 320 2
thought we were meeting us at the centre. Once we got in, we had a

talk about the work of Zulufadder and then we got started with the
decorating. After three hours there, cleaning walls, filling holes,

sanding, dusting and paing, it was time to go. The time flew! We

had, had song banter whilst preparing for our song/dance for the

children. We cleaned up and drove to the centre, the children sang us

a welcoming song and Poppy hugged us all. All the children latched
themseles onto one of
each of us. We all
played games and sang songs. When it was time fo
them to eat they sang us more songs and asked us
aAy3a 2ySo {2 6S &adzy3a |
0StASOAYIDQ 2SS 3PS K
on home &its. Most of us were very tearful
throughout the whole thing, the children were
amazing and so happy and hopeful. Then the boys
played football against them and lostl4whilst the
girls played netball alslesing11-10. When it was




; time to go back wénad more tears. We cleaned up
and went for dinner, we had a big cale Amy.

After we rehearsed ousong for the children. Then it
was back to ours for a party!

The best day yet!

HollyPamplin

Day B¢ 7" August 2011
We woke up at 6am ready to go to the school. When
we arrived we got all thequipmentout that we

: ‘ needed and started scrubbing gum and dirt off the
gl ttaod ¢tKS glffa 6SNB loaz2fdziSte FAEOGKe odzi L =
painting wehad topollyfill the cracks and holes in the walls. It took a while but we were all up to
the task. First of all we had to paint all the insides white and we all started messing around and
getting paint on each other. It was a real laugh. We stanbegkt the brown paint on the lower
halves of the wall and spent most of our time cutting in around the windows and Brad spent a lot of
time painting the blackboardswhich currently were more white than black! We had a 30 minute
break for lunch, which gen that we had been allowed free reign in the supermarket, we still all
seemed to end up with soggy sandwiches and chocolate! The Zulufadder workers spent a lot of time
working on putting giss back in the windows of the classrooms and fitting new dsortsie rooms
could be secured.
Yesterday we went on some home visit:
and today gave us time to reflect on
what we had learned. It was really harc
to see how their lives were and we gave
each family a gift of rice and potatoes
which seems so little. Wieund out
they get 260 rand per month to feed
their family which is the equivalent of
£26 back in England. It shocked us all.
2 KSy 4SS FAylLftte 7T
work of decorating at the school we
headed back to a wetleserved supper
and were in ouchalets early for an earl
night.
Ben Lewars and friends!

Day 14c 8" August 2011

Another early start INDEPENDANTLY
preparingourselvedor a lovely day

ahead of us. We took a quick pit stop in

town to stock up on paint and then

headed to the school to carry on with

our decorating Today was aimed at the

finishing touches but we also paintedeth

outside of the building aneeft signatue

markings, quotes and words in each

NB 2 Yo LYy GKS FANROG 6S ¢
W{l gdzo2yl Q AYy @I NR2dza f |
second we wrote different maths

w dont suceed, by and by agéin.
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After we had completed auduties, the school
students hanked us with musical items. The year 11
and 9 class performed a couple of songs each and put
us all to shame knowing that our performance to
come would be tragic! They were all extremely
AN GSTFdzxk YR ¢St O02YAYy3d |yR &t
us enough for our time and hard work even though to
us we felt like our input was minot. {is@séige how a
small difference can make a massive change. Then
they greeted us and took an immediate liking towards
Josh who ended up with a list of numbers from all the

= girls¢ what a player! Before we left, some of us went
on home visits. The boys had previougiyne and
came bak to sexd Nat, Holly, Alice, Kagnd myself
out to a different home. The place we visited was a
small hut which held a family of five; a mum with
four children, only two of them getting benefits. Thi

month! The children told us kat they wanted to be
when they grew up and the girl said a nurse to curei
the sick and the boy said a policeman to keep the
people safe. This was heavarming to hear. It was
a true example of how much hope and love these
people have no matter how deméd they are. The
family was very inspiring and they thanked us for our visit and the food we gave them. After that

we crammed onto one bus witladhes on Bens lap rehearsing our performance for this afternoon.

When we arrived at the centre all of théitdren ran up to us again. We brought clothesthe

children and gave them to Poppy to hand out. The children were overexcited as usual and attacked

us all afternoon. All of the girls braided our hair whilst the others ran around with the boysgplayin
games. Then it was lunchtime so we went inside and they sang for us again but asked us to join in

this time. So in return we decided to sing our serious and not so serious songs, starting with the
WgK2tS 6ARS 62NI RQ ¢ KA OHKg, finisHhg Witk duf ridicilsys médieys 6 I+ Y R
We brought the children out in fits of laughter and Poppy went mad for us! After we had finished

they asked us to stand up front and some of the boys danced for us. They were incredible and

showed us some of thieculture with their crazy Zulu moves and the booming drum beat. Will

foolishly tried to compete with therand ended up falling straight back into his bum wiggling, hip

shaking, finger snapping dance!

Q)X

The afternoon had been filled with laughter
and happiness and we continued our fun
outside after they had eaten their lunch. For
the rest of the day we played with and had
tickle fights with all of the children who never
seemed to run out of energy! Thmys took on
our boys in a game of rugby and the rest of us
6 OKSR YR 22AYSR Ay 6A0K
games. A lot of us brought Zulufaddesttirts
from Poppy and she gave James and Katy
homemade jewellery as a symbol of gratitude.




Maria and Sylvia ained and gave us a talk about how much the work we had done means to them
and how grateful and loving they all are. Quqté ¢ KS g2NI R ¢2dzZ R 6S I 0
GSNB tA1S &2dzpe 2S GKFYy1SR t 2LILR hidg¢rR Thsivask
very emotional because the thought that we might not see these wonderful people again was
unbearable. However we remained positive just like the children and Poppy as we waved goodbye

and they ran after us. The usual trip to the Spad then pretty much straight down to tea.

Tonight Phil cooked us a Braii which was delicious and we sat around the fire belting out more songs.

Katy and James called a very positive teaeetingand we alcongratulated ourselves. Aftarhard

days wok we all went straight to bed ready for a fresh start tomorrow to reunite with team 2!

Overall today has been absolutely fantastic and it is safe to say we will never forget this life changing
experience; some have even described it as the best day oflibes! Goodnight.

P | forgot to mention Harry spelt butterfly wrong in one of the quote# 6 dzi § STt @ HQ I yR 5|
performed a double whammy by standing on the desk, snapping the seat in half and then falling on

the wall leaving two hand printsepid

Amy Cohen

Day 15 9" August 2011
Today we finally got a lie in! To us 8agm is now a lie inl We had showers and brekky and tried to eat
all our food and had our usual greeting from Will, which is letting himself into the cabin and saying
Yg KSNBRE TashRkaSbeen eating all of our food! We got all our bags packed and the
cabin tidied up for half 9 then went to Katy and James cabin for our bags to be picked up. We then
walked to the main centre and waited in the sun until about 1.3Clie other group to join us. We

all got onto a big coach and started our journey to the battlefields. Everyone seemed to be happy to
see each other and had a lot to catch up on.

Altogether the group from Kosi bay had
a 9 hour journey so when we finally
arrived at our new camp (41/2 hours
later) we were relieved to get off!
Everyone put their bags in their new
cabins and headed down for dinner.
Afterwards we had our first game of
fireball hockey, we were split into team
1 (Tigers) and team 2 (Wolvegjeam 1
won with a lot of shouting and ‘
screaming from Harry and two burns oris
Alice and Amy. But we still beat the ‘
other team 50! It was a lot of fun! .
Some people then went and sat in the
OroAya gKAfal 20KSNA KI R WO hgigySnides fib the/pasdtivo/ (G S NH Q
weeks and we all had a laugh and then the jokes came out.

It seems to be a lot colder here so we all went to bed as it got chilly angbirg for a nice sleep

ready fa our 12km walk tomorrow.

OverallA (b€ quite agood day even though we were travelling and now looking forward to

tomorrow.
Natalie Priestley

Day 16¢ 10" August 2011
Today was an amzing day, Reggie has got to be tt
funniest person | have ever met. The comments h
came out with were rude, sarcastand pretty much
summed up most of the lads perfectly. Today we



oFaAroltte KIFIR 2yS Kdz3S KAad2NER fSaazy 2y GKS g4I N
independence of the Zulu land. Reggie was throughout the day telling the story of when, why and
howA G | £ f & inlhdwd&sSrRny lopinien he fas he@he best story teller ever! We were
going on a walk for a couple of hours as Reggie was showing us where the battle happened but
before we set off on our walk we were shown this big rock whaoked like a sphinx and we were
led up that as that is where our story begins. He was telling us about how the Brits lost to the Zulus
because they made some minor mistakes e.g. their line of defence was too far away from base camp
and the soldiers werepsead out 10m away from each other. After Reggie finished one part of his
story, half the group wanted to climb the whole way up to the top of the rock which we did with no
injuries thankfully.
The view at the top was amazing It was
endless amounts of rocks and hills in the
distance. It was almost like wallpaper
o O1 ANBdzyR da Al RARyQO
made our descent we started our two hour
walk which | have to admit was rather
enjoyable. We were allowed to do some
free running on the rocks and on the way
you could see some white piles of rocks
and we were told they represented the
bones of the dead soldiers from the war.
We walked for a while and then came
across a lush stream which walsnost
- crystal clear. It was thetream thd no Brit
~ was able to get pasind away from the
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crossed the stream we continued our walk up a hill with Bed Will Kent running off in front
leaving the rest of us behind but we had to keep stopping points to allow everyone to catch up. We
could then finally see the Buffalo River but first had to climb down a steep hill but apart from a few
minor slips everyne got down safelg now all we had to do was cross the river! But the boat was
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river in a slowly deflating boat that carries 5 people at a time so as you can imagine it took a while.
Once everyone was over we had a late lunch of fruit and half a sandwich. James was not too
impressed but then the drink was what va# really wanted. When we got to the coach we were
told to go up the hill to see a monument of some of the British soldiers who had served honourably
and whilst we were there Reggie concluded the story of the Zulu war.
When we got back we had tea about 1930 and sang HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Nikki as we all hope she
had a good one. James brought her a massive chocolate cake WhICh was brought out after tea and
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After we finished tea we went to play fireball hockey iaga
but only a few people wanted to play as most were o
knackered so it was a fun muck about session. | honestIg s

honestly been immense.
CalumElliott



Day 17¢ 11" August 2011

Well todayeveryone got up around-8
am to be at breakfast for 8.30. We had
either cereal, yoghurt, toast or this
porridge. Today we all headed to Rorkes
drift to learn about the Battle of Rorkes
Drift. Reggie told us all the whole story
and | thought it was amazg how he
makes the stories come alive. We all
walked in the church that was the store
room in the battle. And we all walked
through a museum that had the remains
of bullets, etc. It was all pretty good. We
found out the museum used to be the hospitafthe battle. We all then went to visit a village that
Zulus used to live in. The man that gave us the tour of the village made all the girls second class to
the boys. The boys were always at the front and the girls had to follow after. To be hdmekt!
can safely say that the girls did not enjoy having to be the lower class but oh well. We sat down
(boys on seats and girls on the floor) and the man talked us through what Zulus used to do and then
he took us into the Grandmas hut which is theshimportant hut in the village. Boys were on the
right side and the girls
sat along the left. We
all listened to the man
explaining what
everything in the hut
was used for and what
the Zulu men and
women usually dress
like. Then we all got a
sip of haadmade Zulu
beer that tasted like
gone off cider and milk
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pretty nice. The boys
had a fight outside
using sticks and shields.
James and Lees fight
was pretty epic. We all
got back on the bus and
headed to a massive cliff thing thae all had lunch at\angeni Falls). Everyone had a burger and
some juice. Then we had a massive group photo by th&fall§ S NE 2y SQ& SeSa 6 SNB
of the sun. We then came back to our cabins and everyone went off to do their own thihgeanti
Most of the boys went to play rugby and | saw Lee to an impressivepfacg Some of the others
played volleyball. Everyone went to tea and decided to sit outside even though | thought it was
freezing! We had curry with potatoes and chickertlo® boneg quite literally! Oh | forgot to
mention the prayer and grace song that we all had to sing before we were allowed to eat. We had
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it due to their funny face pulling. Everyone then sang happy birthdalpsie and got a piece of cake
before heading back to our cabins. The ertdow many pages is that!?!
Amy Bright



